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After the discovery of this one case of irrationality, it ^voiild be obvious that propositions theretofore proved by aieans of the numerical theory of proportion, which was inapplicable to incommensurable magnitudes, were only partially proved. Accordingly, pending the discovery of a theory 3f proportion applicable to incommensurable as well as commensurable magnitudes, there would be an inducement to substitute, where possible, for proofs employing the theory of proportions other proofs independent of that theory. This substitution is carried rather far in Euclid, Books I-IV; it ioes not follow that the Pythagoreans remodelled their-proofs bo the same extent as Euclid felt bound to do.